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WATERTOWN — The Wisconsin 
Department of Workforce Development 
(DWD) has released unemployment num-
bers for the final two months of 2024, and 
both Dodge and Jefferson Counties showed 
strong numbers.

The unemployment rate in Dodge 
County was 2.4 percent in December, a 
slight uptick from 2.3 percent in Novem-
ber. With other counties seeing larger rises 
in unemployment, that improved the rank-
ing from No. 15 to No. 7 among Wisconsin’s 
72 counties.

Jefferson County saw greater climbs 
in unemployment, from 2.3 percent in 
November to 2.6 percent in December. 
That dropped Jefferson from a tie with its 
neighbor to the North at No. 15 to No. 19 
overall in the state.

The counties with the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in December were Dane and 
Lafayette, with a mark of 2.1 percent. That 
allowed Lafayette to retain its hold on the 
top spot after a 1.8 percent unemployment 
mark in November, while Dane climbed 
from No 5 overall. Iron County experi-
enced the worst rate of unemployment, hit-
ting a mark of 5.2 percent in December.

No county in the state saw a drop in 
unemployment between November and 
December, with only Dane and Milwaukee 
(3.5 percent) Counties maintaining their 
levels.

Wisconsin’s overall unemployment 
rate of 3.0 percent is among the best in the 
nation, with only Nebraska (2.8), New 
Hampshire (2.6), North Dakota (2.5), Ver-
mont (2.4) and South Dakota (1.9) posting 
lower rates of joblessness.

December 
unemployment 
remained low
Dodge and Jefferson Counties 
see high levels of employment

ED ZAGORSKI
edz@wdtimes.com

JUNEAU — A Water-
town man charged in 
connection to 
an overdose 
death entered a 
not guilty plea at 
his arraignment 
Tuesday in Dodge 
County Circuit 
Court.

Adam K. Ruec-
kert, 43, is facing felony 
charges of first degree 

reckless homicide and 
manufacturing and deliv-
ering heroin, both relat-
ing to a 2022 overdose 
death in Watertown. If 

convicted of the 
two charges, 
Rueckert faces a 
fine of $125,000 
or a prison sen-
tence of 52-and-
a-half-years in 

prison.
Before Dodge County 

Circuit Court Judge 

Kristine Snow, attor-
ney Jane Cristopherson 
entered the not guilty plea 
on behalf of her client.

Rueckert has a tele-
phone scheduling con-
ference scheduled before 
Snow on March 11.

Dodge County Court 
Commissioner Steven 
Seim ordered a signa-
ture bond set at $5,000 
on June 13. Seim also 
said Rueckert should 
not have any direct or 

indirect contact or com-
munication with the 

family of the deceased. 

Watertown man enters not guilty plea in overdose death

Rueckert

More DEATH  |  A2
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WATERTOWN 
— “Please don’t 
take this the 

wrong way, but our busi-
nesses on Main Street are 
paying for your education,” 
District 3 Alderperson 
Steve Board addressed two 
Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation members. 
“So thank you very much. 
You’re already six months 
late. So your education has 

been extremely costly to 
the businesses that exist in 
Watertown.”

For over an hour Tuesday 
night, WisDOT members 
presented a Main Street 
Bridge update including 
new construction issues 
with the arch and span-
drels, and misaligned con-
nection rods and arch 
lengths.

The end was the same: 
Yet another bridge delay, 
this time four to five weeks.

During that time, DOT 

and contractor ZTI will 
need to determine what 
changes will need to be 
made to the faulty compo-
nents and fabricate replace-
ments.

With another new esti-
mate — likely mid-April 
opening for traffic — DOT 
project manager Craig 
Hardy indicated the com-
plexity of the bridge itself 
played a role in its latest 
delay.

‘SLOW EDUCATION’
DOT explains another 4-5 week bridge delay

CONTRIBUTED 

LEFT: “There’s a gap you can see in this picture where the arch meets the girder,” Hardy 
said. “There’s a gap there, and then the bottom of the arch and the bottom of the Keystone 
(block) don’t line up. This is partly due to the arch being too long. In order to correct that, 
the arch would have to be shortened a few inches.” ON RIGHT: “A view towards the center 
of the bridge, where we have just the girder going across the top,” Hardy said. “Then you 
can see the arch coming in on the bottom end. The two red lines are the location of where 
the connecting rod should be going through the girder, and then where an anchor point 
is in the arch. Those are off by anywhere from two inches to four inches. Of the 16 anchor 
rods that we have, about two-thirds of them don’t line up the way they should.”

More BRIDGE  |  A8
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“This is a very unique 
and complex bridge,” said 
Department of Transpor-
tation project manager 
Craig Hardy. 

“The bridge design tries 
to mimic the old bridge 
that was taken out. It’s an 
arch bridge. We don’t build 
a lot of those, they’re not 
very common. But to go 
along with the aesthet-
ics of the downtown, an 
arch bridge is going back 
in there. One of the issues 
that we’re running into 
since the time that the 
girders were delivered a lit-
tle over a week ago, is the 
assembly and the fit of the 
arches that go underneath 
the bridge.”

The arches were deliv-
ered too long, resulting in 
a gap between it and the 
girder. 

The slots for the con-
necting rods through the 
girder and arch are also 
misaligned. Those anchor 
points are off from any-
where from two to four 
inches, depending on loca-
tion. Of the 16, about two-
thirds are misaligned. 

Some of the 16 total 
spandrels were also dis-
covered to be too short or 
too long, and wouldn’t fit 
in the space between the 
arch and the girder. 

“That’s the way they 
were delivered to the site,” 
Hardy said. “These are 
built off-site in a factory 
and then they’re delivered 
to the project. As the con-
tractor assembled them, 
that’s what was discovered 

for this issue.”
As work has progressed 

this winter, the retain-
ing walls and bridge abut-
ments have been com-
pleted. Sections of the 
sidewalk have been 
removed and the bridge 
girders have been deliv-
ered and installed.

DOT said it and ZTI 
discussed ways to keep 
construction going despite 
these issues, but too many 
modifications would be 
required to the project, 
decreasing the bridge’s 
quality.

“Our bridges are 
designed to last 75 years or 
more, so we need to take 
not just the short term, 
but the long term into 
account,” Hardy explained.

“We felt it was in our 
best interest to instead of 
making modifications, to 
make new components 
that fit the spec require-
ments of the project. Once 
we found this out, we met 
with the city, the mayor, 
the public works direc-
tor, to talk about what we 
discovered...In the end, 
we want to deliver a qual-
ity product to the city. It’s 
going to be a long-term 
investment in that we want 
to do it right the first time.”

After hearing about yet 
another mistake with the 
construction of the bridge, 
the City of Watertown 
Common Council wanted 
to understand whether 
this was a manufacturing 
or specifications error?

“That’s what we’re try-
ing to figure out right 
now with the 3D scan that 
the contractor is taking,” 

Hardy said. “Once we 
know those measure-
ments, we can compare 
that to the specs and we 
can know exactly if they 
fabricated it to specs or 
not.

“We believe this is a 
manufacturing issue,” he 
later said. “Until we have 
the data, we’re anticipat-
ing that’s what that is at this 
point.”

Mayor Emily McFar-
land said the 3D scans 
occurred Thursday, and 
the city and DOT are wait-
ing to hear from ZTI on 
those results. The parties 
were scheduled to meet 
Wednesday to discuss.

“Every day this stays 
stagnant is another day 
our business, commu-
nity, residents and visitors 
are impacted,” McFarland 
said. “If you guys don’t 

have a contractual way to 
do so, I sure don’t either, 
but I do have a voice. And I 
can be quite persistent.”

Alderperson Board also 
inquired about the dry-
fit/testing process with the 
manufacturer and ZTI.

“As far as it should have 
been dry-fit, I leave that up 
to the contractor,” Hardy 
said. “That’s their means 
and methods. We leave a 
lot of that control up to the 
contractor to determine 
when they want to dry-fit 
it. So if their manufacturer 
wants to dry-fit it at their 
site, that is their complete 
prerogative.”

What’s not their pre-
rogative is the liquidated 
damages associated with 
this project. When rene-
gotiating for uninter-
rupted winter work with 
the contractor, WisDOT 

increased the damages 
from $2,500 a day to 
$5,000, after March 1.

Where is that sum of 
potentially over $220,000 
to be allocated at the end of 
the day?

“As far as the liquidated 
damages goes, those are to 
cover the costs associated 
with the additional traf-
fic-control that the state 
has to pay for, the addi-
tional inspection time and 
added costs. It’s an admin-
istrative assessment to help 
recover the costs that the 
department is spending to 
handle those delays.”

As he did during an 
October Common Coun-
cil meeting, District 6 
Alderperson Fred Smith 
investigated the possibility 
of diverting some of those 
funds to those who are 
afflicted the most.

“From my perspective, 
the real losers on this delay 
are the citizens of Water-
town and the businesses 
that are in proximity to 
the bridge that remains 
closed,” Smith said. “Do 
you think that there is any 
fairness in assigning some 
percentage of these liqui-
dated damages to those 
who are truly suffering on 
an ongoing basis?

“The whole point of 
all these extraordinary 
efforts to overcome the 
earlier delays and to keep 
the construction project 
going through the win-
ter months was to alleviate 
the very harm that is being 
extended by an additional 
five or six weeks. Whether 
it’s doubled-liquidated 
damages or the original 

amount, the point is, the 
real harm is accruing to 
these businesses. Some of 
which are just barely hang-
ing on. And this addi-
tional delay is going to be a 
dreadful consequence.”

Another WisDOT proj-
ect manager at the meet-
ing, Jim Oettinger, said 
that was in no way a hope.

“The DOT does not 
have a mechanism to do 
what you’re saying here,” 
Oettinger said. “This is 
one project. The team is 
implementing the DOT 
policy and procedure the 
way it is. And that’s about 
all I can tell you about that. 
This is what the policy is. 
There is no mechanism to 
take a portion, all, or any 
of it to the businesses. So 
that’s all I can really tell you 
on that.”

As the city and citizens 
wait and demand for more 
answers about another 
delay, there’s certainly 
much more discourse to 
come.

“I think that’s a very sad 
state of affairs that we’re 
relying on the notion that 
there is no mechanism in 
place,” Smith responded. 

“I think justice sug-
gests that we find a 
mechanism and that 
we further justice to the 
fullest extent of making 
those who have suffered 
this dreadful wrong as 
whole as possible.”

This story will be updated as more 
information is provided. Mayor 
Emily McFarland confirmed that 
the DOT has gotten the scan results 
from ZTI and are reviewing them 
today during a meeting scheduled 
for 2 p.m. 

REGIONAL FORECAST

High: Carrizo Springs, TX at 90° Low: Hibbing, MN at -21°
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day. Forecast high/low 
temperatures are for selected cities.

National extremes Tuesday for the 48 contiguous states
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STATE FORECAST

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W

Superior

Eau Claire

Green Bay

Rhinelander
Barron

La Crosse

Marinette

Madison

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s highs 

and tonight’s lows.

Dubuque

Waterloo

Rochester

Minneapolis

Hibbing

Cedar Rapids

Des Moines

Davenport

Rockford

Chicago

La Salle South Bend

Grand Rapids

Kalamazoo

Marquette

Escanaba

Marshfield

Janesville Fort Atkinson

Lancaster
Watertown

Milwaukee

Kenosha

Traverse City

Manitowoc

Showers

T-storms

Rain

Flurries

Snow

Ice

Cold
Warm
Stationary

Fronts

Source: UT McDonald Observatory

Precipitation

IN THE SKY

SUN AND MOON

W-weather, s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice

WEATHER TRIVIA™

ALMANAC
Statistics Tuesday
High/low  ......................................  26°/14°
Normal high/low  ......................  27°/10°
Last year high/low  ....................  45°/23°
Tuesday precipitation  ..................  0.00”
Month to date/normal  .....  0.10”/0.16”
Year to date/normal  ..........  0.12”/1.53”

Q:

A:

Washington
55/42

New York
40/38

Miami
82/68

Atlanta
75/61

Detroit
39/17

Houston
83/66

Chicago
41/18

Minneapolis
22/5

Kansas City
44/28

El Paso
80/46

Denver
57/29

Billings
27/8

Los Angeles
64/56

San Francisco
58/49

Seattle
41/26

Thursday, February 6, 2025

Today, a large storm can taper off across the Midwest and Ohio River Valley in the morning. In the Northeast, 
there can be sleet and freezing rain changing over to rain in the afternoon. In New England, snow can change 
over to a mix of sleet and freezing rain while the Green and White Mountains and much of Maine can remain all 
snow.

 Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Atlanta 75/61/pc 73/57/c
Boston 35/33/sn 39/23/s
Chicago 41/18/pc 34/25/pc
Cincinnati 56/29/r 42/33/pc
Cleveland 43/23/r 31/22/pc
Dallas 81/61/s 78/68/pc
Denver 57/29/s 63/30/s
Detroit 39/17/i 31/21/c
Dubuque 37/14/s 28/24/pc
Honolulu 80/66/sh 83/66/pc
Indianapolis 47/26/pc 40/30/pc
Las Vegas 70/57/s 71/47/s
Los Angeles 64/56/r 61/50/r
Marquette 26/8/sn 19/5/pc
Memphis 71/49/r 64/57/c

Milwaukee 41/15/r 32/25/pc
Minneapolis 22/5/pc 19/15/pc
Nashville 73/47/r 57/49/c
New Orleans 79/63/pc 79/64/pc
New York 40/38/sn 41/27/s
Orlando 84/61/s 84/62/s
Philadelphia 43/39/r 43/27/s
Phoenix 81/53/pc 77/56/s
Reno 47/40/sn 50/24/sn
St. Louis 50/30/s 43/36/pc
Salt Lake City 48/40/c 57/28/r
San Diego 66/58/c 64/53/r
San Francisco 58/49/r 55/41/sh
Seattle 41/26/pc 39/31/s
Wash., DC 55/42/r 55/30/pc

 Today Fri.

Athens 49/41/pc 49/40/pc
Baghdad 57/41/sh 61/40/pc
Beijing 30/6/s 26/10/s
Berlin 42/33/c 38/29/c
Buenos Aires 87/66/s 89/72/s
Cairo 61/52/c 63/48/c
Jo’burg 81/60/t 78/57/t
Kabul 40/27/s 44/30/pc
London 47/37/s 42/36/sh
Mexico City 76/47/s 76/48/s
Paris 43/35/c 39/34/sh
Rome 59/38/s 59/43/sh
Sydney 82/71/pc 87/72/s
Tokyo 49/36/s 52/35/pc
Toronto 37/18/sn 27/16/c

Winds becoming 
strong

TODAY 

39 13
Winds W 15-25

Icy mix; breezy in the 
morning

SATURDAY

29 16
Winds ENE 8-16

Mostly cloudy and 
cold

SUNDAY

24 13
Winds WNW 6-12

Sun, then clouds

MONDAY

27 7
Winds W 2-4

Clouds and sun

30 24
Winds W 6-12

FRIDAY

23/-2

26/2

32/8

41/15

25/-1
25/0

32/10

44/16

30/7

38/12

37/14
39/15

28/6

22/5

15/-7

40/17

41/20
41/19

43/17

41/18
43/21 39/19

37/16

34/15

39/19

26/8

31/6

33/9

25/2

36/14

40/16 39/13

38/12

Gary
42/20

Strong winds today. A bit of ice along 
Lake Michigan; some snow with little or 
no accumulation in the northeast and 
northwestern parts. Gusty winds can blow 
around unsecured objects. Windy and 
colder tonight.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather.com ©2025

The planet Jupiter is close to the moon 
at nightfall. It looks like a brilliant star. 
Aldebaran, the brightest star of Taurus, is 
to the lower right of Jupiter. Binoculars 
reveal Jupiter’s four big moons, including 
Ganymede, the largest moon in the solar 
system.

Full

Feb 12

Last

Feb 20

New

Feb 27

First

Mar 6

Sunrise today 7:04 a.m.
Sunset tonight 5:15 p.m.
Moonrise today 11:13 a.m.
Moonset today 2:21 a.m.

Where is the warmest place in the 
lower 48 states during winter?

Key West, Fla. The average daily 
temperature is 70 F.

ConTribuTed 

“There’s 16 total spandrels, four in each quadrant,” 
hardy said. “as they were delivered to the project, it 
was discovered that somewhere were too short and 
there would be a gap in between the arch, the girder 
and the spandrel. other spandrels were fabricated too 
long, and so they won’t fit in the space between the 
arch and the girder.”

Bridge/from a1


